
Best for Grades 4 and up
Links to ELA and Visual Art

That's where a label can help. Labels are tags that hang near a work of art on the walls in museums.
A basic label tells you the Who, What, When, and Where of the artwork. Some labels
share additional information that might tell us more about the art and its history or meaning. An
extended label can share biographical information about the subject in a painting, some
explanation of an artistic technique, or an interpretation from the people who work at the museum
(or others who have seen the artwork). . .you name it!

Types of
Labels

One of the pleasures of experiencing art can simply be to look carefully. wonder, admire, and
explore how the art makes you feel or what it reminds you of. Maybe your observations and
questions will leave you hungry for some information, like . . .

At the Clark many of our labels share some studied knowledge about the artwork that you might
not know without doing research. All of our art—and many of the labels that you would see in the
galleries—are online in our digital collection. Take a look and get a flavor for labels at the Clark.

Label THIS!

INTRODUCTION 

in your classroom

George Inness, Home at Montclair, 1892. Oil on canvas.
The Clark Art Institute, 1955.10.

Look Closely
Although it is the same color as the
wall, you can see the label posted to

the right of this painting.

This label tells the viewer that the artist, George
Inness, produced many paintings, including this one,
featuring his property in Montclair, New Jersey. He
made this painting at twilight, the time of day when
the sun is setting. 

Who made this artwork? 

Basic
tells the viewer brief, general info like 

 who made the artwork and when

Extended
also called a "chat  label," and tells the
viewer information in100 words or less

interpretive
tells the viewer about feelings and

mood, and is based  on the label
writer's own ideas

Descriptive
tells the viewer about what can be

observed, like colors and shapes

What did they call it? When did they make it? What is it made out of?

Six word
tells the viewer about the Artwork in

just six key words 

Often an artwork's label is a
combination of these types, like
descriptive and extended!

https://www.clarkart.edu/museum/collections/browse-collections#/
https://www.clarkart.edu/ArtPiece/Detail/Home-at-Montclair


The American painter George Inness wanted to
capture the essence, or quality, of nature through
his art rather than depicting things exactly as
they are in real life. Focus on your experience of
Sunrise in the Woods by writing an interpretive
label about Inness’s painting.

What does Sunrise in the Woods mean to
you? Interpreting a work of art and exploring its
meaning takes time, and there are no wrong
answers. It all depends on how you respond to
the art. Be sure to observe the details of the
landscape as closely as possible. And remember,
write fewer than 100 words! 

How do you feel when you view this painting?
What kind of atmosphere does Inness create?
What does this painting make you think about? 
What do you wonder about this painting? 

The most important thing you’ll need to write a label is time to spend thinking about and
looking closely at a work of art. Most artworks in the Clark’s digital collection have high-
resolution images that will let you enjoy details you might not even see in a gallery! 

Your label can be as long or as short as you like. In most museums, extended labels, sometimes
called “chat” labels, are typically shorter than 100 words.

Remember that even if you’ve studied a particular work of art for a long time, people who read
your label might not have all the information that you do. As you write, it might be helpful to
pretend you are telling a friend or family member about something they’ve never seen before.
What questions do you think they’d ask you? 

LABEL THIS!

HOW TO PLAY

George Inness, Sunrise in the Woods, 1887. Oil on canvas. Gift of
Frank and Katherine Martucci, 2013, 2013.1.6. 

WHAT BIG IDEAS OR UNIVERSAL TRUTHS 

DOES THIS ARTWORK EXPRESS?

COLLECTION CONNECTIONS
Discover three different types of label writing as you explore Sunrise in the Woods, Preparations
for the Festivities (The Floral Wreath), and The Chatterers. 

Interpret this!

in your classroom

https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/Sunrise-in-the-Woods
https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/Sunrise-in-the-Woods
https://www.clarkart.edu/museum/collections/browse-collections#/
https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/Sunrise-in-the-Woods


Geometric floor tiles, lush fabrics, and a carved marble fountain bring the ancient Roman city of
Pompeii to life in Preparations for the Festivities (The Floral Wreath). Sir Lawrence Alma-
Tadema carefully studied historical objects—down to every last detail—to make his depictions
of the past look as authentic, or real, as possible. Follow his lead by observing the many details in
this painting as you write a descriptive label!

Your descriptive label should focus on objective observations about the painting—things that
anyone else who could see this artwork would agree with. Generally speaking, who or what is the
artist depicting? Which colors, textures, and shapes do you see? How are the figures and objects
arranged in the scene? 

Collection connections

Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, Preparations for the Festivities (The Floral Wreath), 1866. Oil on
canvas. Bequest of Madeleine Dahlgren Townsend, 1982, 1982. 11. 

Describe this! 

If you wanted to help a friend find this PAINTING in a busy museum gallery, 

what would you say about it?

LABEL THIS!

in your classroom

Study the painting to the left. What can
you say about each of the Elements of Art?

Elements of Visual Art

color

form

line

shape

space

texture

value

https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/Preparations-for-the-Festivities-(The-Floral-Wreat
https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/Preparations-for-the-Festivities-(The-Floral-Wreat


OTHER WAYS TO PLAY

Collection connections

Both clad in feathers and resting on a settee bench,
this elegant woman and her bird companion make a
fine pair. What are they chattering about? Harry
Willson Watrous lets you decide! Like The Chatterers,
many of the works Watrous painted in the 1910s are a
little mysterious. 

Express what matters most about this painting by
composing a six word interpretation—a short label
that captures its most important qualities. This time,
use exactly six words: no more, no less. 

To start, you might consider writing an interpretive
label and a descriptive label about the The Chatterers,
and then distilling ideas from both into just a few key
words. What do you find most memorable, compelling,
or exciting about The Chatterers that you want to
share? 

You can write six disconnected words,

a complete six-word sentence, or one of each! 

Harry Wilson Watrous, The Chatterers, 1913. Oil on canvas.
Acquired by Sterling and Francine Clark, 1942, 1955.894. 

Invite a friend to join you in writing all three types of labels for any work of art from our collection.
When you’re done, share what you’ve written, and be sure to take a look at the Clark’s label, too!
Which label gives you the best sense of the artwork? (The answer may be different for each of you!)
How does your experience of the artwork change after you’ve read so many different perspectives?

Try creating labels for art that you have made! Remember to include the Who (the artist), What (the
type of artwork and materials used to make it), When (the date), and Where (the place it was made).
What other information would you share about your creation?

Summarize this!

LABEL THIS!

in your classroom

https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/The-Chatterers
https://www.clarkart.edu/artpiece/detail/The-Chatterers

