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For Immediate Release

FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES ABOUND THIS SUMMER AT THE CLARK 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MA (April 4, 2005) – The Clark is always a great destination for children, especially during the summer of 2005. Fun-filled family activities are planned throughout the summer at the Clark, in the galleries and on the expansive grounds surrounding the museum. Events, including fireworks, a special child-themed folk art exhibition, band concerts, art-making activities, and more, will focus on celebrating a very special year for the Clark—50 years of art in nature.  Admission is always free for children 18 and under.

Special family events include:

· The Clark will celebrate 50 years by remaining open around-the-clock for 50 straight hours from 6 p.m. on Friday, June 3 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, June 5. Activities of all kinds are planned at all hours for all ages during this anniversary celebration event. 

Family-specific events include Saturday afternoon activities for children and families, and a Saturday evening band concert and fireworks. Admission to the galleries and most activities is free throughout the 50 Hours.

The weekend highlight is the opening of the once-in-a-lifetime exhibition “Jacques-Louis David: Empire to Exile,” on view from June 5 through September 5. Empire to Exile is the first major exhibition in the U.S. to focus exclusively on David’s work. David, First Painter to Napoleon, was the most celebrated painter of his era and the leader of the Neoclassicist movement, which influenced Western art for generations. The exhibition includes many of the artist’s greatest paintings and recently discovered works that have never before been seen in the United States.

· To celebrate Independence Day, the Clark opens the exhibition, Little Women, Little Men: Folk Art Portraits of Children from the Fenimore Art Museum, on Monday, July 4.  The show includes 15 paintings of children by American itinerant portrait artists including Ammi Phillips, Joseph Whiting Stock, William Matthew Prior, and others. This exhibition is part of “American Traditions,” a collaboration of leading Berkshire County, Massachusetts, cultural institutions. To add to the enjoyment of the day, the Clark’s grounds are an ideal place for a Fourth of July picnic (boxed lunches available, or bring your own) following Williamstown’s annual parade.  To learn more about “American Traditions,” visit www.berkshiresarts.org.

· Free summer band concerts are held Tuesday evenings in July at 6 p.m. on the Clark’s South Lawn. The galleries remain open until 6 p.m. on band concert evenings. In the event of rain, the concerts will be held in the auditorium. Guests are encouraged to bring picnics, blankets, and lawn chairs to enjoy returning favorite Skip Parson’s Riverboat Jazz Band on July 5, American music with the 257th Army Band on July 12, New England bluegrass favorites Banjo Dan and the Mid-Nite Plow Boys on July 19, and contemporary folk and western swing by Mark Erelli and the Spurs on July 26.

· As the Clark celebrates 50 years of art in nature, the community was asked to help choose 50 favorite works of art from the collection. More than 200 people—children and adults, local residents and visitors from afar, casual art lovers and art historians—responded. The 50 works of art chosen reflect the popular strengths and hidden treasures of the Clark. The “50 Favorites” are highlighted with special labels throughout the galleries during the anniversary of the Clark, May 17, 2005 to May 17, 2006. Many of the insightful comments written by the public are included on these labels, demonstrating the very personal relationships that different people have with these beloved works of art.  

· “Through the Decades at the Clark” family day on Sunday, July 24 celebrates 50 years of art in nature with a day of fun indoor and outdoor activities that look back at the past five decades—and beyond. Enjoy live entertainment, art-making activities, fun food and shopping, and more.  This free fun-for-all-ages event will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Children visiting the Clark’s website can learn more about the Clark – and try out a number of interactive activities – on the ClarKids’ pages. Parents will find information about visiting the Clark with children on the Parents’ page. 

Surrounded by 140 acres of expansive lawns, meadows, and walking trails, the Clark is located in a setting of profound natural beauty. The windows of its galleries afford views of the surrounding woods and fields, adjacent farm pastures, and a nearby lily pond. Walking trails traverse the property, including trails up historic Stone Hill, which offers a spectacular view of Williamstown and the Green Mountains of Vermont to the north. Picnic tables and benches dot the property.

The Clark’s permanent collection is extraordinarily rich in 19th-century French art, with more than 30 paintings by Renoir and works by Monet, Degas, and Pissarro.  The collection includes not only Impressionist paintings but also exceptional European and Old Master paintings.  An important group of American paintings includes works by Sargent, Homer, Cassatt, and Remington.  Other highlights include sculpture, extensive collections of master prints and drawings, as well as English silver.
The Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute is located at 225 South Street in Williamstown, Massachusetts. The Clark galleries will be open daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed Mondays from September through June.) Adult admission during the summer season is $10 (free to children 18 and under, students with ID, and members). For more information, call 413-458-2303 or visit www.clarkart.edu.
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